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Learn 10 simple ways to protect the water at

Think of them as Minnesota’s “home grown stars” — native plants 

that have adapted to and naturally grow in our area. Native plants are 

hardy, drought resistant, and low-maintenance, saving time and money 

by reducing the need for watering, fertilizers and pesticides. Many have 

deep root systems that help the soil store water and reduce runoff. 

And above ground, they make great homes for our furry and feathered 

friends, bees and butterflies. Now isn’t that a happy thought?
Clean water. It starts with you.

Make the Water Connection is a program of  
Central Minnesota Water Education Alliance (CMWEA)
with support from: Stearns County; the cities of Cold Spring, Melrose, 

Paynesville, Richmond, Rockville, St. Cloud, St. Joseph, Sartell, 
Sauk Rapids and Waite Park; St. Joseph and Le Sauk townships; 

Sauk River Chain of Lakes and Koronis Lake associations; the Upper 
Mississippi River Source Water Protection Project, Sauk River 
Watershed District, Stearns County Soil & Water Conservation 

District and the Minnesota Rural Water Association.

Planning to plant?   
Think green and grow native. 

DO IT FOR THE 
BIRDS AND
THE BEES


